Welcome
to
Year 1

We are delighted to welcome you back to school and introduce you to
Year 1. We look forward to sharing your child’s continuing learning
journey with you this year.
We are spending the first few weeks of this term getting to know
the children and allowing them time to get back into school routines,
focusing very much on their well-being, both emotional and physical.

Staff
Blue Class
Mrs Gilson (Mon – Weds) , Mrs Chaudhury (Weds – Fri)
TA - Mrs Neal (mornings)

Purple Class
Mrs Tilley (Mon –Thurs), Mr Kingshott (every Friday and every other
Wednesday)
TA - Mrs Carroll (Mon-Fri mornings only)
1:1 support - Mrs Hart and Mrs Cope

Communication
Please update your contact details with the school office if they change during
the course of the year.
School newsletters are sent via School Dojo and can also be accessed on the
school website.
We use Class Dojo to share what we are learning in class and to send any
messages. You can also send us messages if you are unable to catch us in the
morning or after school. We will read and respond to them as soon as possible,
generally during school hours.
Unlike in Reception, we do not use Tapestry to record children’s achievements
but we will be using Class Dojo to share achievements in class and encourage you
to use Portfolio (as you did in the later stages of the summer term) to share
significant events and learning at home.

Learning in Year 1
We aim to make the transition into Year 1 as smooth as possible. Initially we will be
following the Early Years curriculum as we assess where the children are, after having
been away from school for so long. Alongside this we will be integrating elements of
the National Curriculum that is taught in Key Stage 1.
As in Reception, we will be using Continuous Provision to support our teaching and
learning. This allows children to learn independently and re-enforces many of the
Characteristics of Learning that are valued in Early Years. We plan our Continuous
Provision around the children’s own interests as well as planning resources and
activities that re-enforce skills already taught and those we want them to improve.

Reading
Reading and Phonics is a big focus in Year 1. We will initially be revising phonics
taught in Reception and introducing new sounds as appropriate. We will provide
details of these via Dojo.
In Year 1 children are usually responsible for choosing and changing their own books
from their reading level but at the moment we are not sending books home. Once we
have assessed the level your child is reading at, we will direct you to suitable online
resources that are available. Many of these will already be familiar to you, such as
Teach your Monster to Read.
If possible, please listen to your child read every day at a time that suits you both.
This might not always be in the evening when they are tired but perhaps for five
minutes in the morning before they come to school. It will help them to gain
confidence in reading and reinforce the phonics we have been learning.
Equally as important as hearing your child read to you, is for them to have a story
read to them by you or an older brother/sister/grandparent etc as often as possible.

Reading Awards
We will send home a new reading record card to start for Year 1, for you to record
each time your child reads to you; this could be just a few pages, or a whole book. A
card shows 50 reads in total so it will be easier for you to show us their progress in a
photograph on Class Dojo, than it would be with their old reading record books.
For the time being, certificates will be presented in classroom assemblies.

Homework
In addition to reading, we will sometimes send other homework home,
either by Class Dojo or occasionally on homework sheets:
• We will ask you to support our phonics teaching by letting you know
which graphemes we have been learning.
• We will ask you to practise some maths number sense as we teach it,
such as counting patterns and number bonds.
• We will also keep you informed of our topics and give you ideas for
embracing them at home.

This Term

Forest School
Year 1 will go to Forest School every 2 weeks, on a Wednesday morning.
We will send a reminder via Dojo.
It will be led by Mrs Maj with Mr Kingshott and the support staff.
Please refer to the Forest School letter that was sent home, and ensure
your child comes to school in suitable clothes (old clothes you do not
mind getting muddy!) on the appropriate days, bringing wellies or old
trainers in a bag to carry over to the Forest School area.
They must bring their uniform to school to change into afterwards, and
also have school shoes for the afternoon in class.

PE

Please ensure your child has a PE kit in school all
week, as PE days could vary.

